The Reaſonableneſs of our Belief in the 
Dodctrines of Chriſtianity aſſerted. 


TW O 


SERMONS 


Preached before the | 

1931 

= | 

UnNivERsITY of OXFORD, 1 
At St. MAR T's, | I 

| 

| 


Te 


T_T 
- 


On Sunday, Oct. 12. 1755. and Fan. 25. 1756. | 
1 
TY WILLIAM HAWKINS, M. A. 3 % 
Profeſſor of Poetry in the Univerſity of Oxford, 7 
Rector of Little Caſterton in Rutlandſhire, and "96148 
late Fellow of Pembroke College. Wot] 
Publiſhed at the Requeſt of the Vice-Chancellor 11 | 
1 
and Heads of Houſes. to ' 
Wt 
F 2 4 
| 4 
Do, my 
Wy 
Printed at the THEATRE for S. Pax x A, and Sold by 6 * 
J. Rivix cron in St. Paul's Church -Vard, London; ih 8 


and S. FarLEy at Briſtol. MDCCLVI. 


þ 
þ 
| 
1 
3 
4 


To the Reverend 


Geo. Huddesford D. D. 


VICE-CHANCELLOR of the 


UNIVERSITY of OXFORD, 


And to the other Reverend and 


Worſhipful HEADS of HOUSES; 


Theſe Discoursts, 


Publiſh'd at their Requeſt 
Are moſt reſpectfully inſcrib'd 


Ey 
Their Obedient 


Humble Servant 


WiILLIAu Hawkixs, 


— 


* oy 
| — 3 2 
— — —_ nung 0 * pot . . - . 
1 3 er n. Oo or ERS 7 
2 * * — . 2 o ts _ S * - 2 . — „ = 3 


: 
_ p_ 
- - * 
* * — — 2 — a= —— — 4 oe. — 
— * » 4% A 2 - 
= _ 
— 32 1 * - 1 of 4 2 - — 
- 2 
2 — = = 
, . - - - 
— — _ : - — So V 
> . N 


> be 
_ - 

wike 
„3 — 
- © — 


— — 2 * 
3 
— — — — — 


2— 
” IT = 
— — 

34 — — 


— 
a 
— 
2 
* 
— —v—ä—— — . — 
= - N 


—— 


2 


— Ls _ — 
— 
— 


oY 
* 15 „ — 
— 


r 
* — —ꝑ—œ—p — — 


Yea, a? 


fle par 
voluntar. 
from attc 
ny clear 
yen then 
of his P. 
larly of 
the Jew 
whole C 
our Lor 
inexcuſa 
were rec 
uſually 
that fall 
tion. 
thus — 
ond tem 


a ſign _ 


11 


LVEE XII. 57. 


Yea, and why even of Yourſebves judge 
ye not what is right ? 


UR Blefled Saviour in the verſe now 
read, and a few preceding it, upbraids 
the People, as he does the Phariſees 
and Sadducees in a paſlage of St. Mat- 

tbero parallel to this, with their perverſeneſs and 

voluntary blindneſs, which had prevented them 
from attending with a ſuitable regard to the ma- 
ny clear proofs, and infallible tokens he had gi- 
ren them, either in general of the Divinity both 
of his Perſon and Commiſſion, or more particu- 
larly of the dreadful judgments, the infidelity of 
the Jews would ſhortly draw down upon their 
whole Church and Nation. This perverſeneſs 
our Lord obſerves was moſt extraordinary and 
nexcuſable, as no more ſagacity or diſcernment 
were requiſite in either of theſe caſes, than men 
uſually diſcover in the apprehenſion of things 
that fall under their conſtant and daily obſerva- 
ton. The paſſage in St. Matthew's Goſpel runs 
thus — The Phariſees alſo with the Sadducees came 
ond tempting, defired him that he wou'd fhew them 
a ſign from heaven; he anfwer'd and ſaid unto 
Matth. 16. 1, &c. 


them, 
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them, when il is evening, ye ſay, it will be fair 
weather for the ſky is red, and in the morning it 
will be foul weather to day; for the ſky is red and 
Irwring. O ye hypocrites, ye can diſcern the face 
of the ſry, but can ye not diſcern the figns of the 
times? There is no material difference between 
this and the following account of St. Luke from 
whence my Text is taken; and he ſaid alſo to the 
People, when ye ſee a cloud riſe out of the weſt, 
flraightway ye ſay there cometh a ſhower ; and ſo it 
ts. And when ye ſee the ſouth wind blow, ye ſay, 
there will be heat, and it cometh to paſs : ye hyp6- 
crites ye can diſcern the face of the ſky, and of the 
earth: but how is it that ye do not diſcern thi; 
time ? yea, and why even of yourſelves judge ye nit 
 wohat is right? A queſtion this that may, tis 
apprehended, be aſk'd at this day with equal 
propriety and ſeverity of reproach. For as there 
can be no ſtronger preſumptive proof of the 
Truth and Excellency of any Religion, or any 
particular Doctrine thereof, than its free and 
unreſerv'd appeal to the common judgement 
and reaſon of mankind ; ſo 'tis certain this is the 
rule by which Chriſt and his Religion have ever 
been ready to be tried. Chriſtianity was firlt 
propagated, and has been ſince confirm'd and 
eſtabliſh'd by arguments of all kinds, and by the 
moſt regular methods of perſuaſion ; and tho 
ſome of its ſublime Truths are not in themſelves 
the objects of Demonſtration, but of Faith, yet 
they bring with them ſuch convincing creden- 
tials of their reality, as have an indiſputable 
claim upon our moſt implicit aſſent. will, 
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[ reſume therefore, be deem'd an undertaking 
neither unſeaſonable in theſe days, nor impro- 


per for this place 


Firſt, To make a rational inquiry into the 
moſt fundamental articles of our holy Religion 
upon a ſcriptural foundation. 


Secondly, To take a view of ſome Doctrines 
of particular importance, with an eye eſpecially 
to ſuch as have moſt perplex'd the underſtand- 


ings, or diſturb'd the Conſciences of Men, upon 


the ſame foundation. 


Thirdly, To examine other Religious Matters 
relative to Church Polity and Government in the 
fame light, with an hearty deſire, and humble 
attempt to recoiicile Chriſtians of all denomina- 


tions to the uſages, cuſtoms and diſcipline of the 


Church of England; at leaſt with a ſtrong hope 
to ſettle and confirm ourſelves in our juſt affec- 
tion, and due zeal for the ſame. 


The nature of this deſign will neceſſarily re- 
ſtrain me for the moſt part to the uſe of ſuch 
arguments as are drawn from the Principles of 
common Reaſoning, and allow'd to be of weight 
in ordinary, and temporal queſtions ; and if in 
the proſecution of it, I may chance to contri- 
bute to the removal of any ſcruples, or the ſolu- 
tion of any difficulties, by throwing new and 


additional light upon points already handled with 


great Learning and Judgement by much abler 
hands 
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hands than mine, I ſhall think the labour hap- 
pily beſtow'd, and entirely unneeding any far. 
ther apology. 

The inquiries I am to make are, according to 
the ſcheme juſt propos'd, to be built upon a 
Scriptural Foundation; and therefore it will be 
proper in this place to lay before you ſome ge. 
neral rules, or maxims whereby I have been di- 
rected in the idea, and interpretation of the Ho. 
ly Scriptures, which, I truſt, will readily be al- 
low'd me as ſo many preliminary Truths, or rea- 


ſonable poſiulata. — Taking it for granted then | 


for the preſent, that the Scriptures contain al 
things neceſſary to Salvation, agreeably to the 
Doctrine of our excellent Church, it is 11t ſup- 
pos'd, —That they are in general to be read and 
underſtood as all other writings are, 1. e. that 
the literal ſenſe is always the true one, except 
where the import of the words themſelves, or 
the nature and force of the context evidently re- 
quire a figurative one. 2dly,--That in the expla- 
nation of particular paſſages a proper regard 1s 
to be had to the viſible tenor of the whole, 
3dly, —That obſcure and difficult places, are to 
be illuſtrated and explain'd by ſuch as are more 
obvious, and intelligible.--4thly,--That the ſcrip- 
tural accounts of the Divine Nature, Pertec- 
tions, and Attributes are agreeable and correſ- 
pondent to the ideas and apprehenſions of the 
human mind, as far as its capacity extends; 0r 
in other words; that we attain to the conception 
and knowledge of ſacred Truths, fo far forth as 


they are cogniſable by us, thro the uſe 9 the 
| ame 
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ame common reaſon, and by the fame methods 


of argumentation by which we come to the 


knowledge of any other ſpeculative truths what- 
ſcever.--5thly,--That as the ſcriptures were plain- 
ly deſign'd to be the univerſal rule not ef faith 
only, but alſo of practice, to different ages and 
nations, and in many different caſes, conditions, 
and circumſtances, ſo, many doctrines and pre- 
cepts are of courſe deliver'd in general terms and 
are capable either of amplification or reſtriction 
according to ſuch differences of places, times, 
caſes, conditions, and circumſtances,--6thly, and 
laſtly, —That the Scriptures are the only teſt by 
which all Tenets, Traditions, Rites, and Ulſa- 
ges in the Church of Chriſt are to be tried; or 
that nothing is to be injoin'd therein as a Point 
of Doctrine, or even of Polity and Diſcipline, 
but what is either verbally expreſs'd in Holy 
Scripture, or virtually implied, or manifeſtly, 
tho tacitly, allowed. 

Theſe Principles will, I apprehend, afford a 
ſolid and ſure foundation for the inquiries I am 
to make; as the wilful neglect of, or artful de- 
vation from them, has, I am perſwaded, more 
or leſs given riſe to the ſeveral breaches, confu- 
lons, and diviſions which ſuperſtition and igno- 
rance, paſſion and prejudice, vice and infidelity 
have made, and ſtill continue to cheriſh and fo- 
ment in the Chriſtian World. To theſe rules 
and Principles therefore I ſhall adhere and refer 
in the courſe of the enquiries I am now proceed- 
ing to; the firſt branch of which is to conſiſt 
in the rational examination of the moſt funda- 
mental 
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E 
mental Articles of our Holy Religion upon 2 
ſcriptural foundation. 

Now as the firſt and great fundamental ar- 
ticle of all Religion whatever is the Belief of the 
Being of God, on this, it may be neceſſary tg 
beſtow a few words. For the Atheiſt, who will 
readily perhaps approve the general methods by 
which we interpret the Scriptures, conſider'd a; 
mere human compoſitions, does nevertheleſs im. 
pugn this grand hypotheſis on which the whole 
depends; and indeed the very hypotheſis of the 
Divine Exiſtence in Holy Writ ſeems to bea 
material proof of the truth of it; and 1s a good 
argument both againſt the antiquity and reaſon- 
ableneſs of Atheiſm. Becauſe, if Notions ablo- 
lutely atheiſtical had been prevalent in the firſt 
or ſucceeding ages of the World, it is highly 
improbable that the Author of the Jewiſh Reli- 
gion, or of the Chriſtian after him, whether 
they were impoſtors or not, ſhould affect to 
look upon a controverted point as a truth uni- 
verſally receiv'd, and give themſelves no trouble 
to combat and defeat an opinion directly and im- 
mediately ſubverſive of their whole deſign. lt 
ſeems reaſonable therefore to reſolve the princi- 
ples of Atheiſm either into a certain degree of in- 
ſenſibility, or into an affectation of ſingular diſcern- 
ment, or into a dread of the conſequences of the 
truth of God's Exiſtence, or into a preſumption 
of the falſhood of all Religion grounded on the 
many Modes of Faith, and contradictory Syſtems 
of Theology that have prevailed in the World. 


But ſure this laſt conſideration ſhould direct in- 
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quirers to the oppoſite concluſion ; becauſe theſe 
diverſities of Religion are ſo many different ſu- 
perſtructures rais'd upon one common founda- 
ton, and it is natural to infer the reality, rather 
than the non-exiſtence of a thing, from the va- 
ricty of opinions that have been entertain'd about 
It. 

Indeed, all miſtakes in the nature of them 
ſuppoſe ſome original Principle; and Religious, 
like Philoſophical Error, is neither more nor leſs 
than Truth corrupted. However if the Atheiſt 
believes his inability to form an adequate idea of 
the Divine Nature a ſufficient ground to deny 
the Divine Exiſtence, it is incumbent on him to 
vive us a leſs chimerical, and more comprehen- 
ible account of things, than that which Reli- 
gon has impos'd upon Mankind. It is an inva- 
nable rule of Reaſon, when any two or more 
propoſitions are propoſed to it, one of which 
muſt of neceſſity be true, and the reſt falſe, to 
yield aſſent to that which upon the whole is 
moſt agreeable to our ideas, and apprehenſions, 
5 liable to the feweſt cavils, and objections, and 
tounded upon the moſt probable hypotheſis. 
and ſurely, that there has been from all eterni- 


y (as repreſented in Holy Writ) a Self-exiſtent, 


Independent Being, who was the Maker of Hea- 
jen and Earth, and the firſt Cauſe of all things, 
b a Theory, which, when duly propos'd, and 


tated in its full force to a mind prepar'd by 


proper inſtructions for the reception of any 
ruth, appears at leaſt to be as conceivable as 
ay of thoſe that have been invented, or ſubſti- 

tuted 
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FI 
tuted by Atheiſts in the room of it, to account 
for the Original of the World: as, that the U. 
niverſe was fram'd by a mere fortuitous con. 
courſe of Atoms, or,--that there has been an in. 
finite Succeſſion of Cauſes from all Eternity. 
According to the tenor of all theſe Theories, 
and indeed every other that is or may be ad- 
vanc'd upon the ſame article, ſomething is ſup. 
pos'd to have exiſted from Eternity, and fo far 
every Atheiſtical Hypotheſis is equally inexpli- 
cable with that of the Theiſt: The queſtion is 


therefore; whether it be more noble, more ratio- 


nal, more agreeable to the general ſentiments of 


mankind, and our own inward reflections and 
feelings, our hopes and fears, to ſuppoſe the 
Eternal Exiſtence of an intelligent Being, or 
that of mere inanimate Matter : a point, which 
it requires a very ſmall meaſure of penetration 
to determine. The almoſt total ignorance of 
ſome Nations may have led them into the moſt 
abſurd perſuaſions; and the Wit and Learning 
of Men, unacquainted with Divine Revelation, 
may have devis'd many Principles and Hypothe- 
ſes deſtructive of the Being of God, or prejudi- 
cial to his Honour ; but all this while, neither 
ignorance nor fancy can poſſibly be more clear, 
or rational, in their reſpective accounts of things, 
than plain, unaffected, hiſtorical ſimplicity. 
But to ſay no more on a topic ſo often clear'd 
up to the ſatisfaction of all reaſonable inquurers; 
that there is a God, is a propoſition fo credible, 
ſo many ways demonſtrable in itſelf, that it can- 


not meet with oppoſition from any but ſuch 
whole 


whoſe v 
it unfor 
on this 
of a m 
and nec 
a Super! 
ſuppoſes 
Being : 
butes of 
his Wiſ⸗ 
yolved, 
ed the g 
And! 
that Di 
and fro! 
an adeq 
Attribut 
ticiim, 
ced into 
to vind 
prepoſte 
Divines 
Attribut 
dent, ar 
from th 
affect to 


191 


bunt whoſe viſible intereſt it is it ſhould be falſe ; for 
U. Wl it unfortunately for Some Perſons happens, that 
-on. MW on this ſimple and abſtracted truth many others 
\ in. WI of a moral and practical nature, immediately, 
nity. Wl and neceſſarily depend. The very Exiſtence of 
ric, a Superiour Independent Being from all Eternity, 
ad- ſuppoſes and implies all poſſible perfection in that 
ſup- Peing: In the idea of Perfection the great Attri- 
0 fer butes of the Deity, his Juſtice, his Goodneſs, 
xpl- bis Wiſdom, his Truth, are moſt manifeſtly in- 
on is olved, and in theſe Attributes are plainly found- 
atic. ed the great Obligations of all natural Religion. 
Its of! And yet it is with Aſtoniſhment to be obſerved, 
and chat Difficulties are raiſed even on this head; 
- the ud from a pretence of our incapacity to form 
„ or adequate idea of what are called the Moral 


chick Attributes of God, a Syſtem of univerſal Scep- 
ation tiiſm, and practical Atheiſm has been introdu- 
ce of (ed into the World. Nay every rational Attempt 
moſt WI to vindicate theſe Attributes has been moſt 
rning prepoſterouſſy interpreted into a combination of 
ation, . Divines with Atheiſts themſelves. The natural 


zothe- 
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either 


Attributes of the Deity are, it is ſaid, ſelf-evi- 


dent, and his Power 1s particularly demonſtrated 
from the Works of his Hands: but for men to 


clear, affect to regulate the Divine Proceedings, to aſ- 
hinge, eertain the Meaſures of God's Juſtice, and upon 
y. certain occaſions to refer us to a future State, is at 
clear d beſt conſidered as unwarrantable folly and pre- 
ürers; ſumption. It is to no purpoſc to oppoſe the Au- 
>d1ble, thority of the Scriptures to ſuch a theory as this, 
it can- the Tendency of which is but too viſible, till 
- ſuch that Authority be fully evinced ; becauſe the 
whoſe "ol Scrip- 
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[ 10 ] 
Scriptures are by this Caſuiſtry exploded as mere 
Human Inventions : at preſent then let us brief. 
ly inquire whether it will bear a rational exami. 
nation. 

Now this fantaſtical theory unluckily depends 
upon a diſtinction, that has itſelf no foundation 
but in the weakneſs of the human underſtanding, 
There is really no diſtinction of Natural and Mo- 
ral in the Divine Being; for though the bare Idea 
of Power, as ſuch, does not neceſſarily convey to 
us that of Juſtice, or Goodneſs, yet when applied 
to God it evidently ſuppoſes the concurrence of 
both; unleſs we can imagine the Divine Power to 
have been exerted in a mechanical, or arbitrary 
manner, which is at once recurring to abſolute A- 
theiſm, or, if poſſible, to ſomething more terrible, 
Goodneſs and Juſtice are undoubtedly moral per- 
fections in themſelves; and accordingly they mult 
be eſſentially inherent in the Divine Nature, if 
there be any Divine Nature. Tho! therefore there 
may be a neceſſity for a ſenſible Demonſtration 
that God is, yet if that be fully apparent from 


the viſible effects of his Power, it muſt by im- 


mediate Conſequence follow from the inſeperable 
union of perfections in him, that he is a juſt, 
and a good Being : And if Juſtice and Good- 
neſs in the Human Nature be analogous to what 
they are in the Divine, it will follow, again, that 
tho in particular caſes the Divine Diſpenſations 
may not be agreeable to our rules and notions of 

uſtice, and Goodneſs, they will all neverthelels 
finally and ultimately appear to be juſt and 


good: and the ſenſe of this truth eaſily and na- 
turally 
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turally leads us upon numberleſs occaſions to 
the rational and comfortable Hypotheſis of a fu- 
ture ſtate. This Hypotheſis alone is the ſure Ba- 
is of all Natural Religion; becauſe, if the bare 
acknowledgement of the Power of God be al- 
lowed to be a ſufficient motive of Adoration and 
ſervile Reverence ; yet this alone can induce us 
to obey him chearfully, to love him ſincerely, 
to depend on him ſtedfaſtly. Many of the wiſeſt 


and beſt Heathens reaſoned in a manner ſimilar 


to this; and if their ſentiments were not abſo- 
lutely clear, and explicit upon ſuch important 


points, it is plainly to be imputed to the infec- 


tious nature of thoſe notions which univerſal ig- 
norance and idolatry had eſtabliſhed in the 
World. 

It was an attempt worthy only the refinements 
of modern Philoſophy to aſſert the Honour of 
God, by denying, or at leaſt diſputing, his Attri- 
butes. However, tis to be hoped that neither 
the thin ſophiſtry, nor the dogmatical poſitive- 
neſs, nor the unpolite raillery, nor even the ele- 
gant language, in which the main ſtrength of a 
late noble Philoſopher whom I have had in 
view, conſiſts, will be able to ſhake the ſolid 
Foundations of Religion, and cancel in effect all 
Moral Obligations. For the ſupport and far- 
ther confirmation of theſe, therefore, let us pro- 
ceed to examine the Evidences for Revealed Re- 
gion; for if this ſhould appear to be true, this 
unſubſtantial fabrick of Scepticiſm falls to pieces 
of courſe. And there is the greater occaſion to 
do this, becauſe many, who profeſs to entertain 

ſuitable 
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ſuitable notions of the Deity, and readily ac. 
knowledge the force of all moral Obligations, 
do yet reject all Revelation as ſuch, i. e. all the 
myſteries of it, and conſider it as an abſurd im- 
poſture tyrannizing over Nature and Reaſon, 
Let it here be obſerved then, that all infidelity 
muſt be grounded upon one or the other of the 
following preſumptions ; either, that the Holy 
Scriptures have no claim upon our regard or our 
belief any farther than the Matters therein pro- 
pos'd are agreeable to our natural notions and 


apprehenſions of things, and fairly reducible to | 


the fix'd and ſtanding Principles of Reaſon, the 
great and ſole Teſt of all Religion; or, that 
theſe Scriptures, tho' they are to be held in the 
utmoſt eſteem and reverence, as containing the 
perfect and final Revelation of the Divine Nature, 
and Will, are yet very far from being ſufficient- 
ly full, clear, and explicit in certain particulars, 
to which our aſſent is required, and that there- 
fore we may piouſly, as well as rationally, refuſe 
our aſſent to ſuch particulars. Theſe are the 
capital pleas of infidelity, and therefore I ſhall 
endeavour to examine reſpectively the grounds 
and validity of each, and hereafter apply ſome 
general conſiderations not unſuitable to both. — 

The firſt preſumption is founded on the ſuppo- 
fed Prerogative of Human Reaſon ; with regard 
to which it may be remarked here; that tho' the 
readily acknowledged belief of a truth utterly 
incomprehenſible in itſelf, as the Eternity of the 
Deity, cannot be urged as a Motive for our faith 


in any inconceivable Propoſition propoſed to us, 
(becauſe 
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(becauſe of things incomprehenſible in their own 

nature, ſome may plainly reſult from neceſſa 
national deduction, and others not) yet thus mich 
may and muſt be inferred from that confidera- 
tion, that no Propoſition (that 1s not ſelf contra- 
ditory) can be concluded falſe, merely for want 
of our ability to comprehend it. The funda- 
mental Doctrine of Chriſtianity, therefore, that of 
the Bleſſed Trinity, is not incredible, purely be- 
cauſe it is inconceivable. For if it be, then it 
will follow that it is impoſſible, and implies a 
contradiction, that there ſhould be any Myſte- 
ries in the Divine Nature capable of, and cog- 
niſable only by, an eſpecial Revelation ſuperveni- 
ent to the Light of Human Reaſon. The Di- 
vine Nature is confeſſedly myſterious, and there- 
fore a more full and ample Revelation of it is 
luppoſable in the nature of the thing. And yet 
n the caſe of a Revelation itſelf, the Divine Nature 
muſt be left myſterious ſtill ; becauſe it is a Re- 
lation of an infinite Being to a finite capacity. 
The myſteries, therefore, of our Religion are not, 
s ſuch, any proofs againſt the truth of it; and 
much leſs are inferiour and imaginary Difficuities 
o be objected to its diſadvantage. If the evi- 
dences of a Revelation are full and ſatisfactory, 
the cavils of infidels at the poſteriority of it's 
late, or the want of its univerſality, cannot be 
made without much impertinence, or perhaps 

nlwered without ſome preſumption. 
However we ſhall find another time to recon- 
ider ſuch objections as theſe; and in the mean 
ile tis to be obſerved that the truth of the Doc- 
| tres 
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[ 15 ] 
dency to promote the Love of God, and Virtue 
in the World; in ſhort, that its Author, conſi- 
gered in the quality of a moral Law-giver at 
laſt, appears to have been a Perſon of much 
Picty, of great Probity, and of a competent Un- 
derſtanding. The great, and only, objection he 
has to make to the Chriſtian Syſtem is, that in 
certain eſſential articles it eludes his Apprehenſi- 
ons, and obtrudes upon his Capacity. It does 
o but the queſtion is, whether this very cir- 
cumſtance may not be pleaded as one Argument 
for its Truth. For would a Perſon of common 
Senſe and Prudence, who purpoſed to intro- 
duce a new Religion into the World, and to 
eſtabliſh it upon ſure Foundations, needleſſly 
ntermix with it Doctrines that muſt appear in- 
credible upon their firſt Promulgation, and in- 
rent Myſteries only to obſtruct the Reception, 
and retard the Progreſs, of the rational, and ma- 
nifeſt Truths he deſigned to teach? The Doc- 
tine of a Trinity of Perſons in the Unity of the 
Godhead was not of a Nature to anſwer any i- 
maginable purpoſe of deceit. There was no ex- 
ternal pomp, or parade, in the novelty of it; it 
was, and is, entirely of a ſpiritual Importance, 
tending to rectify Mens Notions of the Deity, and 
acertain the proper Objects of their Adoration. 
The Character Jeſus Chriſt aſſum'd upon Earth, 
was ſo far from procuring him preſent honour, or 
advantage, that it viſibly precluded all poſſible 
pretenſions to both, and the eminent humility of 


lis whole Life, and Converſation, ſuppoſing him 
bo have been an Impoſtor, was moſt unreaſona- 


bly, 
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bly, and prepoſterouſly affected, as it utterly Ml concile | 
ruin'd his cauſe, in the Judgment of the Jeros, Ml which n 
whom it was his firſt buſineſs to gain, by de- How ca 
feating their then ſanguine expectations of a (c. WM ;:afonab 
cular Prince. We muſt therefore look out of vas pur 
this World for the ſuppoſed views of this De- fant att 
ceiver in propagating his Religion; and yet his WM zealous : 
Conduct will even then appear to be equally un- afions, 

accountable from the above-mention'd Princi- nd Pre 


ples. For either he believed his own, and the 
generally received Doctrine of Mankind to bc 
true, that the human Soul ſurvives the Body, 


and conſequently that there will be a future State 


of Rewards and Puniſhments in a Life to come; 
or that all this is utterly ideal, and fanciful, and 
nothing 1s ſubſequent to Death but Corruption, 
and Annihilation. In the latter caſe, it appears 
irreconcileable with the known principles and 
motives of all Human Actions, to imagine that 
any Man would neceſſarily ſubject himſelf to in- 
" conceivable Diſtreſſes, and certain Deſtruction, 
merely for the ſake of a notional Recompence, 
a popular Fame, of which he ſuppoſed himlelt 
incapable of having the leaſt Perception: And 
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in the former caſe, the conduct of the Chriſtian I thin 
Founder, if a Counterfeit, is {till more glaringy Win in t 
abſurd, as he could not but be aſſured, that the Wan dep 
miſery reſerved for him in the next life, would WThoſe v 
be proportioned to the ſucceſs of his Impoiture Wot the Li 
in this | Now, 

And if it be impoſſible to account for Ju that hay 
impoſing upon mankind from the principles of the extr 
ordinary prudence, ſo will it equally be to c- dent haz 


concile 


11 


terly Ml concile the ſame with that Piety, and Integrity 
es, Wl which make a conſpicuous part of his character. 
de- How came it to paſs that He, who, as we may 
a (c- WM ccafonably collect from what we are told of him, 
it of Wl was punctual in his private Devotions, a con- 
De- tant attendant on the Public Worſhip, and a 
t his ¶ zealous Promoter of God's Honour upon all oc- 
un- cafions, ſhould notoriouſly invade the Rights 
inci- Wl and Prerogatives he pretended to ſecure and 


1 the maintain, and preſumptuouſly exalt himſelf into 
o be n equality with the moſt High? How came it 
3ody, WM to paſs that He, who has confeſſedly directed 
State Wl men to many branches of their Duty in the Re- 
ome; Wh lation they bare to one another, ſhould yet de- 
„and ceive them into wrong notions of the Relation 
ption, Wil they bare to God ? or, in other words, that He, 
pcars WI who maniteſtly reformed the vitiated Morality 
and I both of Jews and Heathens, and eſtabliſh'd a 
e that Wi ſyſtem of Religion equal, at leaſt, in the judgment 
to 1n- WW of Infidels themſelves to any one that Human 
tion, Wiſdom has, or can produce, ſhould yet lay the 
pence, WF irſt principles of it in blaſphemy and abfurdi- 
imlcit Wi ty, and corrupt the Fundamental Article of all 
And WM Religion whatſoever ? 
rittian I think therefore there can be no other queſ- 
ingly ton in the preſent caſe, but this; whether we 
at the Wan depend on the ſincerity and veracity of 
would WThoſe who have given us ſuch clear accounts 
xotture WM of the Life, Actions, and Doctrine, of Jeſus Chriſt, 


Now, not to enlarge upon the many Points 
for 11 dat have been often urged upon this head, as 
ples ol Mike extreme folly and imprudence, the immi- 
to fe- dent hazard and danger, and the apparent im- 
concile 2 poſſibility 
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poſſibility of their ſupporting an Impoſture, 
and obtruding it upon the World; I ſhall beg 


leave to take notice of one circumſtance only, Thus, t 
which I look upon to be equivalent to a De- tymen, 
monſtration both of the Integrity of their Hearts, W Doctrin 
and the Strength of their Faith; I mean the Ml themſel 
Manner in which they generally relate ſeveral ¶ or ſhak 
particulars of the life and actions of their Maſter, WM ginſt t 
It had been natural for men, who were cho. WM (curity « 
ſen inſtruments of Impoſture, to have magnified WM lim wwe, 
and extolled every thing that might derive Ho- man the 
nour on their Leader, to have diſplay'd to all given 
poſſible advantage, the ſucceſs of his Preaching, WM wrogh! 
and the wonderful Propagation of his Goſpel ; I of A 
and to have omitted, or, as much as in them f Juda 
lay, diſguis'd every circumſtance of the leaſt te- th zs 
proach, or diſparagement to his Perſon, and Au- ¶ ter pl 
thority ; nor can it be denied that the Apoſtles ¶ upon ol 
were endued with ſagacity equal to ſuch obvi- nually 
ous precautions as theſe ; at leaſt, that their Ma- WW lis con 
ſter was able to have given them inſtructions for nation, 
ſuch purpoſes. We find them nevertheleſs rela- WM © and 
ting in the moſt minute, and exact manner, and '**y coz 
with that unaffected ſimplicity, which is always N Vends 
the Handmaid of Truth, the many mean and bum; fc 
humble circumſtances that diſtinguiſhed his vet dw 
life, and the ignominious ones that preceded WW ind wid 
his Death, together with ſeveral other par- nd Ph: 
ticulars which the uſual cunning of Impoſtors WM © by v 
would have been induſtrious to conceal : inſo- I dence v 
much that by faithfully recording the many dif- Stan h 


ficulties, and obſtructions the Goſpel originally 
met with from the world, they themſelves * 
ni 
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niſh Infidels at this very day, with objections, 


ſuch as they are, to the Chriſtian Diſpenſation. 
Thus, they tell us that our Saviour's own Coun- 
tymen, aſtoniſh'd as they were, as well at his 
Doctrines, as his Miracles, could not brin 

themſelves to acknowledge the Force of them, 
or ſhake off the prejudice they had conceiv'd a- 
gainſt the meanneſs of his family, and the ob- 
ſcurity of his worldly ſtation. Many hearing 
lim were gſtoniſbed, ſaying, from whence hath this 
man theſe things? and what wiſdom 1s this which 
is given unto him, that even ſuch mighty works are 
wrought by his hands? is not this the carpenter, the 
ſin of Mary, the brother of James, and Joſes, and 
of Juda, and Simon? and are not his fiſters here 
with us? and they were offended at him.” — In an- 
other place we arc inform'd, that his own friends, 
upon obſerving the great Multitudes that conti- 
nually ſurrounded him, reſolved the whole of 
his conduct into the warmth of a ſtrong imagi- 
nation, and the flights of a blind enthuſiaſm : 
and the multitude cometh together again, ſo that 
they could not ſo much as eat bread : and when his 
friends heard of it, they went out to lay hold on 
bums; for they ſaid, he is beſide himſelf.” I need 
not dwell here upon the ſtill more. ridiculous 
and wicked calumny of his enemies, the Scribes, 
and Phariſees, who, we know, aſcribed the Pow- 
er by which he caſt out Devils to his correſpon- 


dence with Evil Spirits, and a commiſſion from 
datan himſelf. 


a Mark 6, 2, 3. b Mark 3. 20, 21, 


Again, 
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Again, we are told that his pretenſions to Dj. 
vinity, notwithſtanding the many proots he gaye 
of it, were generally received by the Jews with 
the higheſt reſentment and indignation ; thus 
when he plainly and peremptorily declared the 


reality of his exiſtence before Abraham, * Before | 
Abraham was, I am,” they took up ſtones to caſt at } 
And when in anſwer to the folemn adju- | 


7, 


him. 
ration of the High Prieſt, he explicitly aſſerted his 
Power, and Godhead, he was immediately conſi- 
dered as a horrid Blaſphemer by the whole in- 
fatuated aſſembly. — And laſtly, to mention one 
particular more, when he abundantly confirmed 
all he had ſaid, and done, by his Reſurrection, 
the Chief Prieſts, we are told, endeavoured to 
ſtifle the ſplendour of ſo glorious a Truth, by en- 
couraging a report * ht his diſciples came by 
night, and ſtole him away, while the ſoldiers ſlept.“ 
— Theſe very accounts, I ſay, ſupply the Scep- 
tic with hints, and ſuppoſed grounds of excep- 
tion to the Chriſtian Scheme; and it is morally 
certain, that the Sacred Hiſtorians, if concerned, 
in the propagation of a falſhood of the laſt im- 
portance, would have been totally filent upon 
all, and every of theſe Articles, had they been 
conſcious that all, or any one of them could 
fairly, and reaſonably be objected to the diſad- 
vantage of their Maſter, And with regard to 
the laſt of them, his Reſurrection from the Dead, 
they muſt either wilfully endeavour to deceive 
the World, which, whether we conſider the 
Number, the Simplicity, the Probity, the pre- 


a John 8, 58 &c, b Matth. 28, 13. 
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ſent, or future Intereſt of theſe Witneſſes, it is 
ſcarce poſſible to conceive : or elſe, (which are 
the only remaining caſes to be ſuppoſed) they 
themſelves, and © * fve hundred brethren at cnc 
were deceived by the Phantoms of their own I- 
maginations, or by diabolical deluſion, and en- 
chantment. 

How far either of theſe caſes might be abſo- 
lately impoſſible, I will not pretend to ſay; but 
ſurely if our Belief is to be determin'd by the 
Strength of Evidence, and the Force of Reaſon 
and Argument, it is infinitely more probable 
that the Apoſtles upon this Occaſion ſpake forth 
the words of truth and ſoberneſs, than that they 
were combin'd in the publication of a falſehood, 
or were themſelves under the influence of any 
deluſion whatſoever : eſpecially, if we conſider, 
that in theſe caſes, God Almighty muſt appear 
to have countenanc'd the craft and wickedneſs 
of Devils or Men, or to have ſuffer'd the vi- 
hons of fancy to prevail, with no viſible view, 
but to the diminution of his own Honour and 
Authority. — In ſhort the evaſions, aſperſions, 
and objections, I have mentioned, tho' they moſt 
of them carry their own confutation with them, 
and ferve only to prove the frenzy and infa- 
tuation of the objectors, would however have 
been recorded only by Perſons who were afſu- 
red, the facts they were telling would ſtand the 
eccive W moſt ſevere examination. For as real objections, 
r the n the caſe of Impoſture, muſt demoliſh the 
pre- whole Syſtem at once; ſo imaginary ones natu- 


a 1 Cor. 15. 6. 
ſent, rally 
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rally direct us to an enquiry after ſuch as are real. 
Indeed they do no manner of diflervice to the 
cauſe of truth ; and therefore, upon the whole, 
we have as good grounds as reaſonable Creatures 
could wiſh, to pay a due regard to the plain 
and manifeſt tenor, and deſign of Holy Writ, 


and acknowledge the avowed Divinity both of | 


the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. 

It is true, many who ſubſcribe to the Doc- 
trine, and profeſs a Reverence for the Name 
and Authority of Jeſus Chriſt, appear unwilling 


to aſcribe to him that Fulneſs of the Godhead, } 


and Perfection of Divinity, which we affirm up- 
on Scriptural Authority to be manifeſtly his: It 
is true too, that they pretend to ſhelter them- 
ſelves under the ſame Authority : and therefore 
to Theſe I ſhould now direct myſelf ; — but the 
trouble I have already given you, obliges me to 
beſpeak the favour of your attention to this ſub- 
ject upon a future Occaſion, 
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SEAMVUN L- 


Luxsz XII. 57. 


Yea, and why even of Yourſebves judge 
ye not what is right? 


AVING attempted in the former 
Diſcourſe to ſecure, in ſome mea- 
ſure, our Holy Religion againſt the 
attacks which open and avowed In- 

fidelity has made upon it; it is to be my preſent 
buſineſs to enquire after a proper Remedy for 
thoſe ſecret wounds which have been given it by 
many who profeſſedly fight under the banner of 
Chriſt himſelf. For it is certain that Numbers 
who call themſelves Chriſtians, and outwardly 
glory in that Calling, do yet by artificial gloſſes, 
ambiguous interpretations, reſerved expoſitions, 
and all the arts of equivocation, undermine, 
weaken, and betray, the very cauſe they ever af- 
tet zealouſly. to ſupport. 

Were it not for the inconveniences, and miſ- 
chiefs that flow from ſuch religious hypocriſy, 
It would be pleaſant enough to obſerve a ſet of 
men, who perpetually proclaim and extol the 
Purity of the Precepts, and the Sublimity of the 
Doctrines of Chriſtianity, and decry thoſe of e- 
very other Inſtitution, ſtumbling at the ſame 
time, at one common ſtumbling ſtone, with Oo 
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moſt notorious Infidels, and diſcovering by their 
reſervedneſs of - ſentiment and expreſſion, their 
inward unbelief of the fundamental Articles of 
the Religion they profeſs. 

I do not think it at all material to my preſent 
purpoſe to divide into ſeperate claſſes the Infidels 


I am now concern'd with, or to enquire how far | 


one appears to breath the ſpirit and ſpeak the 
ſenſe, tho' not the preciſe language, of Sociny, 
or another of Arrius, as his humour, or his 
ſuppos'd judgment may have directed him; 
ſince the tenets of all terminate in a common 
point, and are only ſo many different evalions 
of the ſame great Truths, the Divinity of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt — It theſe great 
Truths may be ſufficiently evinced by that very 
Authority of ſcripture which theſe our enemies 
pretend to ſubmit to, and be judged by, (as in- 
deed their above-mentioned Leaders, and other 
Hereticks have done before them) all tenets 
whatſoever, and in what manner ſoever impug- 
ning the Force of them, will equally, and ut- 
terly vaniſh into nothing; and therefore I ſhall 
proceed in a general method of enquiry, and 
only touch upon any particular Doctrine or 
Notion as the occaſional review of it may lervc 
to illuſtrate the ſubject matter before me. 

The Queſtion at preſent to be reſolved then 
is — Whether the Holy Scriptures are not ſull- 
ciently clear, and explicit upon theſe great Arti- 
cles of our Faith, to overthrow the pleas, and 
pretences of Scepticiſm, and Infidelity, 


How 


No 
have Þ 
quoted 
Trinit: 
ed, ſo 
tain ar 
putes ( 
of the: 
clarati\ 
are 10 
miſinte 
Paul, 
Baptiſi 
and tl 
VIEW © 
quire 
dom o 
thority 
dy, ti 
pute, 
Religic 
to be 
humar 

It is 
way m 


libly x 


Holy 
and ui 
way © 
ſeem t 


ſon, a 


Bleſſed 


their 
their 
S of 


eſent 


idels 


w far | 


the 
inis, 
* his 
UM 
mon 
ions 
the 
great 
very 
mies 
IS in- 
other 
[Ccnets 
\Pug- 
a ut- 
{hall 
and 
je or 
ſerve 


| then 
ſuffi- 
Arti- 


L and 


How 


[ 25] 

Now ' without producing all the texts which 
have been repeatedly, and indeed unanſwerably, 
quoted in ſupport of the Doctrine of the Holy 
Trinity, they are, it may in general be remark- 
ec, ſo many and ſo expreſs, that did they con- 
tain any thing but a Myſtery, no poſſible diſ- 
putes could ariſe about the ſenſe and meaning 
of them. Moſt of the Paſſages in Scripture de- 
clarative of a Trinity of Perſons in the Godhead 
are ſo clear, that they are only liable to wilful 
miſinter pretation: the uſual Benedictions of St. 
Paul, particularly, and the Scripture Form of 
Baptiſm are as plain as words can make them; 
and therefore tho a general and ſuperficial 
view of the Doctrines of Religion, which re- 
quire an implicit Faith, may diſpoſe the Wiſ- 
dom of this World, to call in queſtion the Au- 
thority of Religion itſelf (which has been alrea- 
dy, tis hoped, cleared up) yet for men to diſ- 
pute, or tacitly to doubt, the Doctrines of our 
Religion, while they allow its Authority, ſcems 
to be as whimſical a kind of compoſition, as 
human pride can well be conceived to offer. 

It is true, Infidels have attempted to explain a- 
way many places of Scripture which moſt infal- 


| libly prove the Divinity of the Son, or of the 


Holy Ghoſt; to charge ſome with corruption 
and ungenuineneſs ; and to oppoſe to others, by 
way of counterbalance, certain paſſages which 
leem to imply the inferiority of the Second Per- 
ſon, and the imperſonality of the Third in the 
Bleſſed Trinity. 
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But the firſt attempt may be obviated by ob- 
ſerving, that if the texts appealed to in the pre- 
ſent queſtion can be explained away, the infidel 
is defyed to produce any paſſage in any author 
that cannot. 

Granting further, for argument's ſake, the 


truth of the ſecond objection in every inſtance | 


pretended, the accidental, or even deſign d, cor- 
ruption of particular places, cannot affect the ſenſe 
and ſignification of thoſe that are undeniably ge- 
nuine and true; and laſtly, tho' ſome expreſ- 
fions neceſſarily and viſibly referring to the hu- 
manity of the ſon, or deſcribing the operations 
and effects of the Holy Spirit, muſt be couch'd 
in terms correſpondent to the ideas deſigned to 
be conveyed by them, yet they cannot poſhbly 
invalidate the force, or leſſen the importance, of 
ſuch, as directly and evidently expreſs the Divi- 
nity of both: for in the preſent ſuppoſed caſe 
of a Revelation from God himſelf, all, and eve- 
ry article and paſſage muſt in ſome ſenſe be 
true; and if any particular paſſage will bear no 
ſenſe but a literal, though myſterious one, ac- 
cording to the general rules of underſtanding all 
writings, that ſenſe is without doubt to be put 
upon it. 

The texts relative to the Human Nature of 
Chriſt are eaſily reconcileable with thoſe that de- 
clare his Divine; but the Properties, Powers, 
and Attributes of Divinity aſcribed to him, can- 
not with any colour of propriety be affirmed of 
a mere Man, or any created Being. 
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After all, tis no uncommon thing to find 
men making myſteries, though they will not 
believe them, and induſtriouſly removing diffi- 
culties, by eſtabliſhing impoſſibilities. If the Sa- 
cred Theory be in ſome eſſential particulars in- 
comprehenſible, the inventions and hypotheſes 
of human wit to ſubvert it, are at leaſt equally 
ſo, and require the ſame degree of Faith, with- 
out the ſame, or indeed any, foundation. It 
would be endleſs to enumerate the ſeveral ſchemes 
which the extravagance of imagination has de- 
viſed to evade the force of the many clear paſſa- 

which evince the Doctrine of the Trinity : 
And the abſurdity of theſe ſchemes is equal to 
their preſumption. They, who would make us 
believe with Socinus that Jeſus Chriſt had no 
Exiſtence before he was born of a Woman, 
ſhould acquaint us in what poſſible ſenſe he ex- 
iſted before Abraham, or by what means he 
made the World; or, if He himſelf was made 
tor this purpoſe, and is only the Inſtrument, 
the Favourite, or the Deputy, of God Almighty 
(as ſome of his followers, and others have held) 


we ought to have explained to us the Nature of 


a Created Creator, or a God by Delegation — 
| If the Holy Ghoſt be no more than a Quality, 
a Motion, or a Grace, let thoſe whom it con- 
cerns aſcertain to us the 1dea of a motion, 
' teaching, ® bearing witneſs, © making interceſſion ; 
or of a quality * deſcending in a bodily ſhape from 
Heaven — It is eaſy indeed, were it but as ratio- 
a 1Cor. 2.13, b Heb. 10. 15. c Rom, 8. 26, &c, 
d Luke 3. 22, 
nal 
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nal, to reſolve every expreſſion in Scripture that 
is either too excellent for our conceptions, or 


too delicate for our paſſions, into figure and al- 
legory : But this is an expedient that plainly re- 


ſolves away the very Principles and Vitals of 


Religion itſelf, and in its conſequences mult in- 

volve the ſcope and tendency not only of the 

ſpeculative, but alſo of many of the practical, 
oints of Chriſtianity. 

Beſides, it is an expedient that the common 
modes of Scriptural Language will by no means 
warrant: Our Saviour uſually delivers his great 
Doctrines with the plainneſs and perſpicuity of 
ordinary converſation ; and even when he ſpeaks 
in a parabolical or myſterious manner, every 
difficulty is either cleared up by his own ſubſe- 
quent explication, or by the plain ſcope and 
import of the context itſelf. As many, and as 
ſtrong, as the prejudices were, which the Jews 
had conceived againſt the Perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, 
the moſt inſuperable, no doubt, (as we have al- 
ready hinted) was that which was raiſed in them 
by his repeated and manifeſt declarations of his 


Divinity. The Jes ſought the more to fill lin, 


becauſe He not only had broken the Sabbath, but 


to the ſame purpoſe, that was the immediate 
occaſion of the ſentence which was paſt upon 
him. Tis certain therefore the Jews underſtood 
our Saviour according to the literal ſignification 
of his expreſſions ; and if he himſelf had not in- 
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tended they ſhould do ſo, it was not only his 
buſineſs, but his plain intereſt alſo, to have un- 
E icceived them. In truth, he who ſhall affect to 
doubt the ſenſe of ſuch expreſſions muſt be an 
enemy to intelligible language, and a Sceptic in 


matters of fact; he may with equal reaſon pre- 
tend that our Saviour ſuffered by Figure, and 
was allegorically nailed to the Croſs. In ſhort, 
either the Holy Scripture is to be underſtood in 
the fame manner, and by the fame rules with 
all other compoſitions, or it is not; if it is, the 
debate is ended at once; if it is not, the Anti- 
Trinitarian will be found to lend a very ſtrong 
argument to Papiſts themſelves; ſince nothing 
more is requiſite than this conceſſion, to prove 
not only the Deſireableneſs, but even Neceſlity, 
of an Infallible Guide for the right underſtand- 
nz the true ſenſe and purport of the Sacred 
Writings. 

But it may notwithſtanding be probably al- 
edged that this matter is not ſo abſolutely clcar 
and expreſs as we would have it thought, and 
8 a fundamental Article of Faith ought to be; 
that as the term Trinity never once occurs in 


| the Scriptures, ſo no text can be produced which 


preciſely, and totidem verbis, ſpeaks the language 
of the farſt Article of our Church, that © in the 
Unity of the Godhead there be Three Perſons 
*of one Subſtance, Power, and Eternity, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt ;” — or 
"of the ſecond “ That two whole and perfect 
Natures, that is to ſay, the Godhead, and 
*Manhood, are joined together in one Perſon, 


«© never 


- —_ -* * 
— — 24 


& 4a N 
1 - 


_ —— - —ä—  — _— — Bn * 
= 2 


EY 


— 


——— 


0 — — ——— —HDa 
" - 
ST 
- - — 


— - —— — — Ku - 
” — 
< - 


I 
— a 
— 


— 


L 30 ] 


« never to be divided, whereof is one Chriſt, 
ce very God, and very Man; — or of the Fifth, 
ce That the Holy Ghoſt, proceeding from the 
e Father, and the Son, is of one Subſtance, 
« Majeſty, and Glory, with the Father, and the 
*« Son, very, and eternal God.” 

Now, it is certain in the firſt place, that thoſe 
who could argue, or, to ſpeak more properly, 
cavil in this manner would not be leſs the of 
Heart to believe the Holy Scriptures, tho' they 
ſpoke in the very identical terms of the above 
articles themſelves ; becauſe the original difficul. 
ty, which lies in the Myſterious Nature of the 
Doctrine, would ſtill withold their aſſent from 
it ; and ſecondly, 

If there be-any real Force in ſuch reaſoning, 
it will extend much farther by neceſſary conſe- 
quence, than ſuch Objectors could be ſuppos'd 
to deſign it ſhould ; for it will ſupply the Athe- 
iſt with pretences and exceptions, if not againſt 
the Being of God, at leaſt againſt his Provi- 
dence and Attributes, as far as they are aſſerted 
to be demonſtrable from Scripture : There is no 
one paſſage in Holy Writ which literally tells us 
as the whole firſt article does, © that there is but 
* one living and true God, everlaſting, without 
Body, Parts, or Paſſions, of infinite Power, Wil 
« dom, and Goodneſs, the Maker, and Preſer- 
« yer of all things both viſible and inviſible.” — 
The truth is, though a very clear, and rational, 
ſcheme of Religion may be drawn from the ob- 
vious ſenſe and import of the Holy Scriptures, 
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they contain are not to be inferred from a parti- 


85 e aular clauſe, or a ſingle ſection, but from the 
| the collective tendency and purport of the whole. 


Thus, the Attributes of the Deity are ſeverally 
lluſtrated in the Old Teſtament by the occaſio- 


th 3 5 . 
10 nal accounts therein given us of the Divine Diſ- 


wy nſations to Mankind, to the Family of Noah, 
153 and of Abraham, to the Patriarchs, to the Peo- 
bore pe of the Jews, and the neighbouring Nations. 


Hcul- 
f the 


And in like manner the great Doctrines of the 
New Teſtament depend upon the truth of the 
narrations of our Saviour's Birth, Life, Conver- 


from ation, Paſſion, and Reſurrection, and of the 
ning Deſcent and Operations of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
3 upon the frequent references and alluſions to 
pos 0 ſme one or more of theſe in the Epiſtles of the 
Athe. poſtles to the Chriſtian Converts, If theſe 
gain therefore are full and explicit as to their mean- 
Prop. ng, the Church has nothing to do but to deli- 
T-rted er that meaning to her Members in any terms 
1 that are evidently ſignificant of it; and if the 
elle us WO ptural Repreſentation of a Threefold Union of 
is but Ferſons in the Godhead be pertinently expreſſed 
a by the word Trinity, we are certainly at liberty 
WI MW make uſe of it. 

W It is further, ridiculous, as well as wicked, 


tional, 
he ob- 
ptures, 
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Hiſto- 


when we ſee that 7heſe things are ſo from the ea- 
ſy, natural, and unavoidable, conſtruction to be 
put upon numberleſs expreſſions and paſſages, 
bo alk, how can theſe things be? An Intelligible 
Myſtery is a Contradiction in Terms, and diffi- 
ulties are no objections, where difficulties muſt 

neceſſarily 
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neceſſarily be. Indeed, the non-attention of ciſe Ide 
men to plain fact, and ſimple Scriptural Rela- bead, 
tion, and the perplexities they throw themſclycs deriptu 
into by their vain endeavours to reconcile ſpiri- each. 
tual truths, with natural ideas, or by their gro Farcbet 
and literal acceptation of certain Scriptural Ex. all ſpirt 
preſſions, which are only true in an eminent Ml ed, 4 
and incomprehenſible ſenſe, contribute much to tally G 
that prevailing Scepticiſm, which it is almoſt fem to 
unfaſhionable to complain of in the preſent Age. er the 
There is in Scripture a clear and manifeſt dic. WY fuperior 
tinction of Three Perſons in the Divine Nature, ¶ five on! 
the Second of which is repeatedly and empha- ſgnific⸗ 
tically ſtiled, the Son of God. — But tis to be diſtinct 
remembered, that though this Title or Denomi- the hut 
nation belongs to him undoubtedly in a ſtrictly affect tl 
true and proper ſenſe, yet in reſpect of our no-if tons of 
tions of Paternity, and Sonſhip, which ſuppoe 2 conſi 
the precedency of Cauſe, and the dependance of ent Na 
Effect, he is ſo called by analogy only, and a. ther, 
Sgmm. d The relation the Second Perſon in It is 


the Holy Trinity bears to the other Two, aud tence | 
the part he voluntarily took in the great ſcheme ly inexp 
of Man's Redemption, are moſt aptly conveyed enn 
to our Underſtandings (as far as they can be unde 
conveyed at all) by this appellation ; which rther 
the more proper and ſignificant, becauſe, wi ntem 
it denotes ſome degree of Subordination, as . Vithout 
manner of Subſiſtence, poſteriority of order, 0 they cal 
peculiarity of Office, it imports no fort of Inf Hm th 
riority or Inequality of Nature. — Inſtead there}. Now 
fore of amuſing, or rather confounding, ou ®4divifb 


{elves with fruitleſs attempts to aſcertain the pie 
CI 


E 331 


ciſe Idea of Father, Son, and Spirit in the God- 


Bhs head, we ſhould acquieſce in the declarations of 
ſelves MI Scripture which manifeſtly aſſert the Divinity of 
ſpiri- each. He, who made the World, He, who 
groß ſarcheth all things, * He, who is the diſpenſer of 
1 F.. WM ll ſpiritual Gifts, He, in whoſe name we are bap- 
\inent ! (ized, and ſolemnly bleſt, muſt be truly and eſſen- 
ich te tally God: and accordingly no expreſſions that 
mot WM ſeem to intimate the Generation of the Son by, 
t Abe. or the Proceſſion of the Holy Ghoſt from, a 
@ 0; WM fuperiour or prior Being (expreſſions partly allu- 
ature, re only to the Goſpel Diſpentation, and partly 
mpha: ſignificant, in ſome mcaſure, of the threefold 
to bel diſtinction in the Godhead to the Weakneſs of 


enomi- 


ſtricthy 


the human mind) can juſtly be underſtood to 
affect the Eternal Eſſence, and inherent Perfec- 
tions of the Son, or of the Spirit, or direct us 


ur no- 

ſuppoe e conſider them as Perſons or Beings of a diffe- 
ance off ent Nature and Excellence from God the Fa- 
and ai. ther. 


rſon in 


It is true, the Manner, the Ratio of the Ex- 
iſtence of Three Perſons in one Nature is utter- 


70, and 

ſcheme ly inexplicable ; but this will by no means coun- 
\nveved tenance the ſuggeſtions of thoſe who, in order 
can ba to undermine this great Doctrine of Chriſtianity, 
hich Wl farther inſinuate, that the human mind in the 
„While contemplation of the Deity cannot diſtinguith 
„ as toy without diminiſhing, and that the Idea of what 
rder, 0 they call abſolute and indiviſible is inſeparable 
of Infe from that of Perfection. 

4 there}, Now that the Unity of the Divine Eſſence is 
g, Ou indiviüble, is agreed on all hands; but that the 
the pre a 1 Cor. 2.10, b 1 Cor. 12. 11. 


ci E. partici- 
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articipation of this Eſſence of Three diſtin 
Perſons (which is the Scripture Doctrine) implies 
any thing derogatory to the Excellence of the 
Divine Nature, or the Perfection of Unity, we 
muſt abſolutely deny. For we aſcribe Unity to 
the Godhead primarily, becauſe the Idea of U. 
nity ſuppoſes ſuch a full Independency of Power, 
and abſolute Freedom of Will and Action, as i; 
neither ſubject to the oppoſition or controul, not 
requires the concurrence of any equal or infe. 
riour Being. The moſt material objection a. 


gainſt the Multiplicity of Gods, or a diſtinction 


of Perſons in one Godhead ſeems to be ground- | 


ed on the poſſibility of their counter-aCting one 
another, and on the precarious and contradictot 
ry Syſtem of Providence that muſt thereupon 
inevitably enſue. — But the Chriſtian Theory 
obviates every objection of this kind, by manifeſt- 
ly repreſenting to us the Holy Three as neceſſi- 
rily cooperating together, and to all intents and 
purpoſes One, with regard to the Myſtery of 
man's Salvation. It exhibits to us the Three Per- 
ſons of the Godhead in different Lights, and un- 
der the ſeveral denominations of Creator, Re- 
deemer, and Sanctifier; but notwithſtanding 
ſuch diſtinction of Denomination, Relation, and 
Office, (a diſtinction which, by the way, admits 
a reciprocal change of Characters) the Three 
are demonſtrably in point of Will, Decree, Pow- 
er and Excellency, One and the Same : So that 
as the Atbangſian Creed well directs, «in al 


e things the Unity in Trinity, and the Trinity 
*in Unity is to be worſhipped.” — In ſhort, 1 
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any Doctrine is fairly deducible from Scripture, 
that of the Trinity is, and even if the paſſages 
produced in proof of it were leſs numerous or 
ſtrong than they really are, they ought rather to 
incline us to the ſide of Faith, than to that of 
Infidelity : becauſe it would be by no means 
credible, that Writers ſetting forth the great 
Truths of a Religion, of which God is confeſs- 
edly the Author, ſhould make uſe of expreſſions, 
which they could not but foreſee would very 
probably miſguide their ſucceſſors in the ſame 
Faith, into many notions fundamentally errone- 
ous. — Upon the whole, is it not wiſer, as well 
as ſafer, to abide by the Authority of Scripture, 
and the generally received Doctrine of the Chriſ- 
tan World, than by the extravagance of Fancy, 
and the ſubtlety of Wit ? Or, have theſe mend- 
ed the matter ? are they more confiſtent, or leſs 
unintelligible ? muſt we not have Faith in ſome- 
thing? and if ſo, ſurely no notion or tenet what- 
ſoever has a right to our attention or eſteem 
merely becauſe it is anti-ſcriptural. If the bare 
want of Comprehenſion be an argument againſt 
our Faith, we muſt be Infidels in a thouſand in- 
ſtances. — What is the Ratio, the Foundation 
of Union between the Human Soul and Body ? 
Is it not equally Myſterious, with regard to our 
capacity to explain it, as the Union of the Hu- 
man Nature with the Divine? There is in fact 
a certain point in all enquiries at which Reaſon 
ſtops ; in reſpect even of natural Truths, Know- 
edge is circumſcribed, and Belief infinite ; and 
therefore if the Authority of Scripture be valid, 

| 'tis 
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'tis abſurd to meaſure the Truths of it by the 
extent of our own Underſtandings and Appre. 
henſions; and 'tis dangerous to do fo, becauſe 
hereby we ſhall be found to fight againſt God, 

But theſe reflections direct me to the confide. 
rations I before propoſed to point out to thoſe 
who are concerned in all, or any the foregoing 
enquiries 

And 1ſt becauſe every degree of Doubt and In- 
fidelity is plainly owing to a certain Jealouly with 
which Human Reaſon is tenacious of its ſuppo— 
fed Rights and Privileges, it 1s worth obſerving 
that this Jealouſy in the preſent caſe is utterly 
without ſolid foundation. For the myſtical Doc- 
trines of Scripture do not invade or infringe the 
Rights and Prerogatives of Reaſon but evidently 
ſuperſede them. Human Reaſon 1s indeed the 
Teſt of Truth to the full extent of its capacity, 
and the Judge of Religious Matters, as far as it 
is a Judge: but it has no pretence to decide in 
caſes wherein it is not appealed to. Chriſtianity, 
as to the general Characters of its Genuinenels, 
and the Credentials of its Author's Divinity, in- 
vites and challenges a rational Examination ; 
and if in ſome Points of Doctrine it exceeds the 


compaſs of our conceptions and underſtandings, | 


tis to be remembered that it came recommended 
accordingly, and was eſtabliſhed by proper Ar- 
guments, precluding all farther ſpeculations by 
Signs, and Wonders, and Miracles. Supernatu- 
ral Evidence, therefore, thus confirming Super- 
natural Doctrines, and ſatisfying Reaſon by put- 
ting it to ſilence, the credibility of them is de- 
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I monſtrable from neceſſary inference, and we 


have all rational grounds, that can be wiſhed, 
ſor an implicit Faith; at leaſt, we have more ra- 
tonal grounds than the Sceptic truſts to ; if the 
great Doctrines of Chriſtianity are falſe, it will 
be hard to ſay what is true; and yet Infidelity it- 
ſelf muſt fix on ſome Syſtem upon certain grant- 
ed Principles, and thoſe perhaps of a very un- 
table Nature, and reſolve itſelf ultimately with 
the utmoſt acquieſcence into ſome Hypotheſis. 
But let 1t 

2dly, be remarked that though the great 
Doctrine of a Trinity of Perſons in the Godhead 
be infinitely beyond the reach of our Compre- 
henſions, it is however exquiſitely adapted, and 
fully adequate to the ſpiritual wants and neceſſi- 
ties of Mankind. That perfect and univerſal o- 
bedience is due from Man to God, (as far as his 
will may be known) is a natural truth, no leſs 
certain than that Man, through the corruption 
of his Nature, and his propenſity to evil, is ab- 
olutely unable to pay it. Herein then viſibly 
1ppears the neceſſity of a Satisfaction, an Attone- 
ment for every breach of Duty. This Artone- 
ment is readily to be had upon the Goſpel 


Wicrms. The Sacrifice of the Death of Chriſt 


upon the croſs, ſuppoſing him to be the Son of 
God, muſt undeniably be * a full, perfect, and 
*{ufficient, oblation and Satisfaction for the Sins 
"of the whole World.” — And what Sacrifice is 
n its own Nature fully propitiatory but this? 
What expedient will the Infidel have recourſe to 
Þ the room of it? Will he plead the non-ne- 

ceſſity 
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ceſſity of ſuch an excellent Sacrifice, the effica. 

of a ſincere repentance, and the inexhauſtible 
fund of Divine Mercy ? — This ſuppoſed non. 
neceſſity might indeed be reaſonably urged were 
there no proofs of the reality of the thing ; and 
the Doctrines of Repentance and Infinite Mercy 
are, no doubt, rational and comfortable enough, 
where the name of Chriſt was never heard ; but 
where it has been, there mult at leaſt be as much 
difference between the Chriſtian Theory, and 
any the imagination of man can invent, as then 
is between the perplexity inſeparable from Doubt, 
and the ſubſtantial ſatisfaction of Aſſurance. And, 
by the way, every Notion whatever, more or 
leſs derogatory to the Divine Nature of Jc{us 
Chriſt, muſt be proportionably liable to th: 
ſame inconveniences and defects, and by detrad. 
ing from the merit and dignity of the Holy Vic- 
tim, diminiſh the intrinſic value of the Sacrifice. 
— Again, ſuch is the acknowledged Infirmit 
of our Nature, that we cannot do the things 
that we would; we not only need a Sacrifice fa 
Sin, but alſo an Inciter to holy Life. The gr 
cious Aſſiſtances of the Holy Spirit, the Third 
| Perſon in the Bleſſed Trinity, for this purpolc 
are freely offered, and competently diſpented. 
How far the motions of this Holy Spirit are p- 
ceptible by good Men, or by what rules we maß 
judge of the Certainty of his ſalutary Influence, 
I ſhall not enquire in this Place: Let it ſuffic 
to obſerve againſt all Gainſayers, who affect t 
laugh at the Notion of Divine Aſſiſtance, al 
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effica. qualified to determine this matter; for as their 
uſtible Unbelief is grounded on their want of perſonal 
1 non- 


Experience, ſo it is impoſſible in the Nature of 
things, that they, who do deſpight to the Spirit 


d were 


ander Grace, by denying his Exiſtence, or preclu- 
Mercy ding his ſuggeſtions, ſhould ever be favoured 
nough with an experimental conviction of their reality. 
a ; bu Mean while it is 

much 2dly, to be obſerved, that as no Sacrifice of 
y, andes value than the Chriſtian Paſſover could ab- 
s there ſolutely, and by its own intrinſic Merit, attone 
Doubt, bor the fins of Mankind, fo the once offering of 
- And, WMhimſelf upon the Croſs was an act of Goodneſs 
wre ug end Love, utterly undeſerved indeed on our 
f Jeſus parts, but highly worthy the Divine Perſon that 
to the performed it. Indeed, the whole Chriſtian c- 
letract. conomy beſpeaks God for its Author. To reco- 
ly * ver loſt Man from the darkneſs of Ignorance 
acrifice. 


and Error; to looſe the bands of fin and ſlavery, 
1" Wand to give us a law directing to Salvation and 
thing eternal Life, were Offices fit only for him, who, 
fice fe with the greateſt propriety of alluſion, is called 
he gleiche Way, the Truth, and the Light. — God was 
> Thurd manfeſted in the Fleſh to deſtroy the Works of the 
purpocg Devil. An undertaking this, ſuitable to infinite 
[penfed. Mercy, and to be accompliſhed only by infinite 
arc Pi Power; An undertaking attended with Humi- 
we mah hation, Diſcomfort and Sorrow, but termina- 
fluence, ting in Victory and Triumph. The obſcurity 
t (ufiicWef our Saviour's Life, the inſolence with which 
affect He was treated, the ſhame of his Croſs, the an- 
Cc, 1 Seuſh of his Wounds, and the agony of his 


mean 
2 a 1 John 3.8. 1 Tim. 3. 16. 
qualifc Death, 


1firmity 


_ 
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Death, in this light are to be regarded only 2s 
ſhades to the ſplendour of his Character, and pre. 
ludes to his Glory. — How does every abſurd 
attempt to detract from the Excellence of the 


Perſon of Chriſt, and to bring it to a level with 


that of mere man, leſſen and contract our Ideas, 
and impair not only the Efficacy, but the Dig. 
nity, of the Chriſtian Diſpenſation? In truth, 
every ſuch attempt is fruſtrated by this ſingle 
conſideration, that in Point of perſonal worth 
and quality, Jeſus Chriſt cannot be compared 
with any Man that ever did, or poflibly can, 
Exiſt; for if he is not the Son of God, his pre- 
tenſions to Divinity, notwithſtanding the allow 
ed Excellence of his moral Precepts, mult ſink 
him below the worſt of mortals ; and if he i; 
the Son of God, he is infinitely above the great- 
eſt. And we may farther proceed to obſerve 
here, that the part the Holy Spirit, the Third 
Perſon in the Godhead, bears in the glorious 
Scheme of man's Salvation, is equally worthy 
the Divine Nature ; and that, whether we con- 
ſider the many miraculous Gifts and Graces by 
which he enabled the Apoſtles to preach and 
propagate the Goſpel, or, his ordinary com- 


munications, and ſecret, but effectual, coope- 


rations with the ſincere endeavours of tri 
Chriſtians. In ſhort, that the Son and Holy 
Ghoſt are Divine Perſons, muſt reaſonably be 
interred even from the Propriety, the Amiablc- 
neſs, and the Importance of the Province 


which the Scriptures manifeſtly aſſign to them 
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athly, We may here pertinently take notice 
that the Doctrine of Redemption by Jeſus Chriſt, 
25 it is ſtated to us in the Holy Writings, is 


»f the ¶ ſufficient to ſilence the cavils that have been 
| with W made (as it has been already remarked) againſt the 
Ideas, Of poſteriority of the date of the Chriſtian Religion, 
Dig- or the want of its Univerſality. For the merits 
truth, ¶ of the Sacrifice of Chriſt's death, whether de- 
lingle WM creed or accompliſhed, muſt be virtually and u- 
worth Wl niverſally efficacious in all Ages and Places, 
1parcd WM from the beginning to the End of Time. They 
y can, WW are by Divine Mercy imputable where they are 
s pre- ¶ entirely unknown: and though, for reaſons hid 
allow- WM from the o7/e and prudent, as well as the ignorant 
ſt tink Wl and fooliſh, the Divine Providence has permitted 
| he tom the beginning Errour and Superſtition to en- 
great- Wi groſs the far greater part of the known World, 
obere yet we may, in reaſon and charity, ſuppoſe that 
Third WF all men (for all men, as ſuch, are equally capa- 
lorious WM ble of mercy) will be ſaved by virtue of Chriſt's 
worthy WE Satisfaction, who act agreeably to the real judg- 
e con- ment of their Conſciences, and the beſt informa- 
aces by W tion they can procure. There is, I think, no 
ch and doubt but „all holy deſires, all good counſels, 
com- *and all juſt works do proceed” from the im- 
coopc-WF perceptible Suggeſtions and Inſpirations of the 
true Bleſſed Spirit in all ſincerely good Men of what- 
Hoh ever Faith or Denomination ; and though the 
bly VF beſt human Actions have, upon the whole, ſuch 
niablc-WF an Alloy of Imperfection, that, as to their own 
ovinceW right and title to acceptance with God, they 
them have in them,” as our Article expreſſes it, 


* the Nature of fin,” yet every work ſhall ſurely 
4thly, F have 
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have its juſt Reward, that can either derive any 
merit from faith in Chriſt, or from the unknown 
virtue of his Sacrifice. The Scriptures encourage 
us to hope that finally all Mankind ſhall be cn 
Fold under one Shepherd, Teſus Chriſt, till which 
happy period of time, no man's invincible Error 
or involuntary Ignorance ſhall riſe in Judgment 
againſt him. He that believeth and is baptizel 
our Bleſſed Saviour tells us, ſhall be ſaved, but be 
that believeth not ſhall be damned : that is, as the 
word aT:51ra5 ſhould rather be rendered, he that 
diſbelieves the Goſpel after ſufficient means, and 
proper opportunities of embracing it, have been 
offered him : of which ſufficiency God is, no 
doubt, the ſole Judge. If it be aſked, what Ad. 
vantage then hath the Chriſtian ? We may anſwer 
in the words of St. Paul upon an almoſt parallel 
occaſion, much every way, but chiefly that unt 
them are committed the oracles of God: They are 
directly and immediately in covenant with him, 
and the conditions of everlaſting happineſs are aſ- 
certained to them. But God forbid we ſhould 
preſume to limit the ſufficiency of Chriſt's me- 
rits, by confining them to ourſelves, or exclude 
thoſe whom their own faults have not excluded 
from the noble and comprehenfive ſcheme of 
Salvation. God is no reſpecter of Perſons, but il 
every Nation he that feareth Him, and worket 
Righteouſneſs is accepted with him. 

Give me leave now to conclude with an occa- 
ſional Word or two of Advice to ourſelves. — 


Do then the Three Perſons of the Holy, Bleſſed 


'2 Mark 16.16. b Acts 10. 34, 35. 
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ve any nd Glorious, Trinity concur in the ſcheme, and 


-nown concert the means of man's Salvation? — The 
2Urage conſideration hereof ſhould teach Us to ſet a 
be one WM proper value upon the dignity of Human Na- 
which ture, and to act as. becomes Creatures nearly in- 
Error ¶ tereſted in the economy of Heaven. We can 


never be too zealous to defend, or too careful to 


gment 
retain through Chriſt, the Preeminences and 


pt12ed, 


but e Advantages, which the profeſſion of the Chriſ- 
as the ¶ tan Faith intitles us to. Every other Syſtem of 
e that I Religion ſuppoſes us of far leſs eſtimation in the 
s, and {Wight of God, and (if I may fo ſpeak) removes 
e been Him to a greater diſtance from us. — It we are 
is, no laudably anxious for our civil Rights and Liber- 
at Ad. tes, we ſhould, in juſtice to ourſelves, and in 
anſwer point of the trueſt honour, be ſtill more jealous 
arallel Wof our religious privileges. The Infidel, as far 
ft unte as in him lies, robs the good man of the Anchor 


of his Soul, and the penitent ſinner of his ſureſt 
1 him, Wrefuge, and therefore, as we ſhould take care not 
are aſ- to forfeit our Title to the Benefit of the Goſpel 
ſhould ¶ covenant by our own folly or neglect, ſo ſhould 
s me- ¶ ve be always upon our guard againſt the attacks 
xclude ¶ and inſinuations of thoſe, who ignorantly or pre- 
cluded ¶ ſumptuouſly, openly or covertly, endeavour to 
me of Winvalidate the reaſons of the Hope that 1s in us, 
but in I and deprive us of the comforts of Chriſtianity. 
porketh And farther, let thoſe of this place, who are 
more immediately entruſted with the Govern» 
1 occa- W ment and Direction of Youth, labour to in- 
ves. — ſtill religious principles into their minds, and 
Bleſſed ¶ inſtruct them in the Faith and Fear of God. 
The great end of Education is to make 
and men 
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men wiſe" unto Salvation — the "wiſdom of this 
World is, in itſelf, fooh/bneſs with God, and all 
Philoſophy, that excludes or is repugnant to the 
Theory of Chriſtianity, is at beſt but Scrence 
Jalſiy ſo called. Unlimited Freedom of Opinion 
is indeed the favourite Topic of Declamation in 
theſe our days; Notions ſubverſive of the Truths 
of the Goſpel are daily diſſeminated with inde- 
fatigable Diligence, and (which is to be lament: 
ed) without controul ; but it will ſurely one day 
appear, that neither Scripture nor ſober Reaſon 
will juſtify men in thinking, any more than in 
acting, licentiouſly. However, fince things are 
in this Situation, we, who have the Honour to 
be Sterards of the Myſteries of God, ſhall be par- 
ticularly required to be found faithful; and the 
more ſo, becauſe the Sacred Order itſelf has been 
ſometimes infected with the prevailing Infideli- 

of the times, and our Foes have been they if 
eur own Houſhold. That there is room for ſuch 
complaints now, I will not preſume to fay : but 
if at any time hereafter, any Perſon of whatever 
rank or dignity in the Church of Chriſt, ſhould 
lie under reaſonable ſuſpicions of ſecretly renoun- 
cing the Truths he publicly embraces, and of 


betraying the Sacred Cauſe he is in duty and 


gratitude bound to defend, the following quet- 
tion may neither unſeaſonably nor inſolently be 
asked him — How he can reconcile it with the 
principles of common juſtice, honeſty and fince- 
rity, to enjoy the emoluments and preferments, 
which he took upon other terms, and with o- 


ther profeſſions? In the mean while may we 0: 
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| this Place take heed, at leaſt as far as our ex- 


ample or influence can reach, that the Mini 

he not blamed : may we earneſtly, conſcientiouſſy 
and avowedly, contend for the Faith which was 
once delivered unto the Saints, and for the Doc- 
trines of our excellent Church. 

And laſtly, let us be ever thankful to God 
for the gracious Revelation of his Son Jeſus 
Chriſt — Let our Converſation be ſuch as becometh 
his Goſpel — Let the great Truths of it be the 
conſtant objects of our love and veneration, and 
the Precepts, of our uniform and ſincere, 
though imperfect, obedience ; Let us not pre- 
ſume to try religious Doctrines by the Teſt of 


our inadequate Faculties, and confound myſte- 


| ries by affected illuſtrations of them. Lord, I 


believe, helþ thou mine Unbelief, is a declaration 
worthy the Humility, and a Prayer expreſſive 
of the natural weakneſs, of the beſt Chriſtian. 
The experiments and efforts of Reaſon in mat- 
ters too high for it are ſure to be vain, and may 
be dangerous: for from reaſoning upon them there 


| is a too gradual Deſcent to doubting, and from 


doubting todisbelieving. The Creeds of the Chriſ- 
tian Church are not explanatory, but deſcriptive 
and declarative, of the fundamental Articles of 
Religion. That of St. Athanaſius is moſt full and 
peremptory, and as it was framed in oppoſition 
to growing Hereſy lays a particular ſtreſs upon 
the covenanted terms of Salvation — A ſtreſs 
that ought to be laid in every Age, wherein thoſe 
terms are notoriouſly ridiculed and deſpiſed. But 
though in certain caſes, by Scriptural Authority, 

It 


[ 46 ] 
it does not apply. the Mercy of God, and the 
| Merits of Chriſt, yet it excludes not the unco- 
venanted interpoſition of both. In a word, if the 
Divinity of Chriſt may be clearly demonſtrated 
from Scripture, all poſſible precautions to ſecure 
the belief of ſo eſſential a point, are not only de- 
fenſible, but laudable; and that it may, has 
been often irrefragably, and, I hope, to day in 
ſome meaſure, evinced — for ſurely we need 
only to refer to the plain and obvious ſenſe, of 
numberleſs paſſages, and to the univerſal tenour 
of the Sacred Volume, to be convinced with the | 
Centurion at the Crucifixion, and to believe in 
the utmoſt latitude of his Expreſſion, that 27 
this Man was the Son of God. 


To Him therefore with the Father, &c. 
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